Worthington Kilbourne High School Course Advisory Sheet

American Government/AP U. S. Government
Scope and sequence of the standard-level and advanced course:
American Government addresses the following topics: Civic Participation and Skills, Basic Principles of the Constitution, Structure and Functions
of the Federal Government, Role of the People, Civic Involvement, Public Policy, Government and the Economy, Ohio Constitution and Local
Government. In the AP U. S. Government course, all of these topics are addressed in greater depth, with additional attention to the role and
function of interest groups, political parties, the media, campaigns and elections, and public opinion.
In a standard-level course (American Government),
Advanced course (AP U. S. Government) students accept additional responsibilities for:
students who typically perform well…
● Completing the summer assignments
● Attend class every day with all necessary
● Committing an additional 15-30 minutes per day to completing homework
materials
assignments, outlining/drafting essays, and reviewing material in preparation for
unit tests (which may require additional time according to student need)
● Actively participate in classroom activities,
including taking notes daily
● Reading a textbook that is written using a more elevated vocabulary, more
complex sentence structure, longer paragraphs/sections/chapters, and with more
● Seek out other students’ assistance when an
density (words per page) and fewer visuals than a standard course textbook;
absence is unavoidable
● Commit 20-30 minutes per day to completing
reading primary sources and Supreme Court opinions
homework assignments and reviewing
● Taking an intrinsic interest in topics of government, politics, and public policy,
especially as they relate to current events, and contributing to class discussions
material in preparation for unit tests (which
may require additional time according to
on a daily basis, including leading the class in discussing readings
student need)
● Writing essays that meet higher expectations for research, argument, and quality
● Consult with the teacher outside of class to
of writing
eliminate misconceptions and/or gaps in
● Preparing to take the AP U. S. Government Exam by attending after school review
knowledge, and work on skills needed to
sessions, completing practice multiple-choice tests, and perfecting writing skills
perform well on all of the components of unit
tests, including essays
● Complete all components of the political
advocacy project
From a student’s perspective:
“xx.”

Example of text from a standard-level
course textbook

From: United States Government: Principles in
Practice, Holt-McDougal, 2010.

Example of text from an advanced course textbook
From: American Government: Roots and Reform, Pearson Publishing, 2014.

Example of a task from a standard-level
course
Identify and explain one power held by the
President for each of the President’s formal
roles in the Executive Branch: executive
powers, diplomatic powers, judicial powers.

Example of a task from an advanced course
(a) Identify two formal constitutional powers of the President in making foreign policy.
(b) Identify two formal constitutional powers of Congress in making foreign policy.
(c) Describe one provision of the 1973 War Powers Resolution that was designed to preserve the
President’s role in foreign policy.
(d) Describe one provision of the 1973 War Powers Resolution that was designed to limit the
President’s power over war-making
(e) Identify and explain one informal power of the President that contributes to the President’s
advantage over Congress in conducting foreign policy.

